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SUBJECT: LEGISLATIVE ELECTIONS: ELECTORAL CAMPAIGN 

REP: YAOUNDE 2363 

1. ON MAY 13 PRESIDENT AHIDJO AND AYISSI MVODO, MINISTER OF TERRITORI 
AL 

ADMINISTRATION AND POLITICAL SECRETARY OF THE PARTY OPENED OPFICALLY 
THE ELECTORAL CAMPAIGN FOR THE MAY 28 LEGISLATIVE ELECTIONS. 

THE CAMPAIGN WILL END AT MIDNIGHT 27 MAY. 

2. THE CAMPAIGN SERVES TWO MAIN PURPOSES. THE INTENT IS TO EDUCATE 
THE POPULACE ON THE ROLE THAT DEPUTIES PLAY IN LINKING GOVERNMENTAL 
AUTHORITES WITH THE GENERAL POPULATION IN KEEPING WITH THE CNU 
POLICY OF "AUTHORITY FROM ABOVE, POWER AND CONFIDENCE FROM BELOW". 
SECONDLY, THE CAMPAIGN ATTEMPTS TO POLITICIZE THE MASSES AND 
SOLICIT COMMITMENT TO THE PLAN OF ACTION DEVISED AND ORCHESTRATED 
FROM ABOVE. 

3. POLITICAL RALLIES HAVE COMMENCED IN THE MAJOR CITIES YAOUNDE, DOUAL 
A, 

KNOGSAMBA AND IN ALL THE PROVINCES. INTESIFICATION OF CAMPAIGN 
IS EXPECTED IN ORDER TO INSSURE MASSIVE TURN OUT IN SUPPORT OF CNU 
LIST. FAILURE TO GAIN AT LEST 95 PERCENT POPULAR ENDORSEMENT 
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IN EACH OE THE CONSTITUTENCIES OF CNU CANDIDATES WOULD 
CONSTITUTE FAILURE IN THE EYES OF GOVERNMENT. AFTER INTENSE 
INFIGHTING AMONG 2,918 CONDIDATES DURING HUSTINGS, CNU 
SELECTION 120 CANDIDATES FOR NATIONAL ASSEMBLY. 97 CANDIDATES 
WERE RETAINED AND 23 NEW CANDIDATES WERE SELECTED FOR THE 
PARTY LIST. CANDIDATES WERE SUPPOSEDLY CHOSEN ON THE BASIS 
OF "RESOURCEFULNESS, LOYALTY, MORALITY, PERSEVERANCE". SO 
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FAR, THE CAMPAIGN HAS BEEN CONDUCTED ACTIVELY AND SMOOTHLY 
UNDER AUSPICIES OP COORDINATING COMMITTEES SELECTED BY THE 
CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF CNU. 

4. COMMENT: THE INTENSE EPFORT TO MOBILIZE THE POPULATION 
MAY PAY DIVIDENTS IN TERMS OF WIDE SUPPORT AT THE POLLS. 

HOWEVER, IT IS MORE PROBLEMATICAL WHETHER SUCH SUPPORT 
CAN BE RIGHTPULLY CONSTRUED AS A STATEMENT OF COMMITMENT 
TO THE OBJECTIVES OF THE CNU OR AS 

COMPLIANCE WITHIN THE STRICTURES OF THE SINGLE PARTY STRUCTURE. 

IN ANY EVENT, THE BALLOTS ON MAY 28 WILL PROVIDE THE 
MEDIUM FOR POPULAR EXPRESSION WHICH WILL REVEAL THE 
EPFECTIVENESS OP CNU MOBILIZATIONAL EFFORTS. 

SMYTHE 
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